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years before, that the masters did not risk their
property in so doing.
But justice must be done, though the heavens
fall; and Lord Mansfield faced the issue squarely.
He said:
" The question is, if the owner had a right to detain
the slave ; for the sending of him over to be sold in
Jamaica. In five or six cases of this nature I have
known it to be accommodated by agreement between
the parties : on its first coming before me I strongly
recommended it here. But if the parties will have it
decided, we must give our opinion. Compassion will
not, on the one hand, nor inconvenience on the other,
be to decide ; but the law; in which the difficulty will
be principally from the inconvenience on both sides.
Contract for sale of a slave is good here ; the sale is a
matter to which the law properly and readily attaches,
and will maintain the price according to the agreement.
But here the person of the slave himself is immediately
the object of inquiry; which makes a very material
difference. And now the question is whether any
dominion authority or coercion can be exercised in this
country, on a slave according to the American Laws ?
The difficulty of adopting the relation, without adopting
it in all its consequences, is indeed extreme ; and yet
many of those consequences are absolutely contrary to
the municipal law of England. We have no authority
to regulate the conditions in which law shall operate."
Lord Mansfield continued:
ct The setting 14,000 or 15,000 men at once loose by
a solemn opinion, is very disagreeable in the effects it